
FIGURES 

 

ü Linear adjustment of contrast, brightness or color must be applied to an entire 

image or plate equally. Nonlinear adjustments must be specified in the figure 

legend. Selective enhancement or alteration of one part of an image is not 

acceptable. In addition, we ask authors of papers to provide additional 

documentation of their primary data as they are acquired to the computer or 

instrumentation in which they were analyzed. No photoshop or other modification 

program saved figures are accepted as original pictures. 

ü In the legend, it has to describe in detail what is represented in the figure in a 

way to better understand the results, not replying what has been written in the 

results. 

ü The values for N, p, and the specific statistical test performed for each 

experiment should be included in the appropriate figure legend or main text. 

 

BLOT AND GEL 

 

ü Adjusting the intensity of a single band in a blot is not accepted. No specific 

feature within an image may be enhanced, obscured, moved, removed, or 

introduced. While it is acceptable practice to adjust the overall brightness and 

contrast of a whole image, such adjustments should not obscure or eliminate any 

information present in the original. 

ü Is not accepted to combine bands from different gels of proteins or nucleic 

acids. If the result is not what you would like, the experiment should be rerun all of 

the samples on the same gel, instead of over-adjusting digitally the brightness and 

contrast of the scanned image. Moreover, it is necessary to communicate the 

quantization method used to measure the intensity of the bands, and you need to 

show the images (for example, Image lab or ImageJ). 



ü Moreover, the legends of Histograms have to detail the units of 

measurement, and it has to attach also the original file where they are created. 

 

MICROGRAPH 

  

ü It is crucially important to keep your original digital or analog data exactly as 

they were acquired and to record your instrument settings. It is acceptable to 

reduce the number of pixels in an image, which may be necessary if you have a large 

image at high resolution and want to create a small figure out of it without altering 

your original data. All the modifications should be disclosed in the figure legend 

explaining the reason why you did it. 

ü In the histological figures, you have to include a scale bar, and you have to 

send the original acquisition images from the instrument used. 

ü When the experiment needs to overlap some images (for example, DAPI with 

other fluorophores), you have to display all single images before the merge. 

 


